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Wow! A Triple Celebration on June 28!

North Star Museum of Boy Scouting
and Girl Scouting has a double
celebration set for Sunday, June 28,
2026, from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. at the
Museum. Come help us celebrate the
50th Anniversary of North Star
Scouting Memorabilia Inc. (the North
Star Museum of Boy Scouting and Girl
Scouting). Celebration number two is
the Museum’s 20th Anniversary of
acquiring its headquarters building in
North St. Paul. But this is really a triple
celebration, for we are also celebrating
YOU! The event includes our annual
meeting and volunteer recognition
celebration. As part of our annual
meeting, the 2025 annual report of the
Museum will be unveiled. Thus, this is a
must-attend event for all Museum
members, donors, volunteers, and
anyone else with an interest in the
history of Boy Scouting and Girl
Scouting.

Here is what you need to know.
Doors open at noon on June 28 at the
Museum’s headquarters, located at
2640 Seventh Ave. East, North St. Paul,
MN 55109. At 1:00 p.m., the 50th
Anniversary program officially begins.
The program will be followed by family
activities and an opportunity to tour
the Museum. The North St. Paul Time
Capsule will also be available to see
(refer to the Time Capsule article in
this issue of the Museum News). At
2:00 p.m., there will be a volunteer
recognition program and the Museum’s
annual report will be presented at
about 2:30 p.m. Between 3:00 p.m. and
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4:00 p.m. there will be more family
activities, along with additional time to
tour the Museum and view the North
St. Paul Time Capsule. While you are
at the Museum for the triple
celebration, we encourage you to
share your stories and memories of
the Museum over the years. If you
were present for the Museum’s grand
opening celebration in 2006, we hope
you will share your memories with
others in attendance. Please join us at
the Museum on Sunday, June 28. Pre-
registration is not necessary and there
is no charge to attend.

Scout Kevin Espelien and Girl Scout
Julianne Heil cut the ribbon to open the
new North Star Museum of Boy Scouting

and Girl Scouting on April 22, 2006.



https://www.facebook.com/NorthStarMuseum

Keynote speaker GSUSA
President Noorain Kahn.

-

Board Member Sandy Craighead
presents the Trailblazer Award

Beth Voermans with her
Trailblazer Award.

Hors d’oeuvres were a hit.

The April 18, 2026 Founders Hall
fundraiser and recognition event
was a terrific success. Thanks to
the 58 people who attended. At
the event, attendees found many
sources of inspiration. GSUSA
President Noorain Kahn was the
keynote speaker and her talk
touched on all the important
themes and ideals that supporters
of the North Star Museum,
Scouting America, and Girl
Scouts USA hold dear.

Our 2026 Founders Hall
honorees are also a source of
inspiration. Former Northern
Star Scouting CEO John Andrews
was inducted into the Founders
Hall as a Founder. He was joined
by long-time Girl Scout volunteer
and Museum Board Treasurer
Beth Voermans, who was
honored as a Trailblazer. Next
time you are at the Museum, you
can see their photos and
biographies in the Founders Hall
along with our previous

honorees. Congratulations to
John and Beth!

AN
Board Chair Joe Glenski
discussed the Museum’s current
projects and programs.
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Board Member John Guthmann
(right) presented the Founders
Award to John Andrews.

N !
1ot
John Andrews and his wife with

his Founders Award.

GSUSA President Noorain Kahn
during meet and greet before the

awards ceremony.

Enjoying hors d’oeuvres.




Do Not Miss This Once-in-a-Lifetime Event!

The City of North St. Paul, the North St. Paul Historical Society, and
the North Star Museum of Boy Scouting and Girl Scouting are
delighted to personally invite you to a truly once-in-a-lifetime event.
Please join us in front of the North St. Paul Historical Society on
Thursday, June 25" from 5:00 to 9:00 p.m. for the official unveiling of a
50-year-old time capsule. It was buried decades ago in front of the
North Star Museum of Boy Scouting and Girl Scouting. This special
evening will mark the time capsule’s official opening and offer the
public their very first look at its contents.

Right)

The time capsule is buried under the sidewalk in front of the Museum’s main entrance. A photo of the
sidewalk inscription over the buried time capsule accompanies this article. The time capsule will be
dug up in advance of the block-party celebration. The party is NOT at the Museum. Rather, the party
is in front of the North St. Paul Historical Society (2666 Seventh Avenue East).

Check out the activities planned for the celebration. It will be a 1970’s themed block party complete
with:

° Live music from the Rockin’ Hollywoods—playing your throwback favorites.
° A 70’s costume contest, judged by local business owners.
° Food trucks, street dancing, and plenty of small-town spirit.

In addition to these exciting activities, at 5:30 p.m., there will be an opportunity to have your
photograph taken with the people who appeared in the original time capsule burial photo when it was
buried 50 years ago! It will be an unforgettable night. For updates, check out the City of North St.
Paul’s website or Facebook page.

The Museum recently opened a Pinewood Derby exhibit centered
‘ around its state-of-the-art Pinewood Derby track. The rest of the
exhibit features photos, patches, and Pinewood Derby kits/cars from
over the years. By way of background, the Pinewood Derby was
invented in 1953 by Don Murphy, a Cubmaster in Manhattan Beach,
California. Wanting an engaging, grawty powered racing event for kids
too young for the Soap
Box Derby, he created
the concept of racing
miniature wooden cars.
Come out to the
Museum to see this
interesting exhibit. See
for yourself how Don
Murphy’s invention has
given kids in our area an
opportunity for fun,
creativity, and
competition over the
years.
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Time to Sign Up for Some Merit Badges - Super Merit Badge Weeks Are Here!

The Museum’s oldest and most
popular educational program —
Super Merit Badge Weeks — is
back for another summer. For
one week during each of the
summer months of June, July,
and August, Scouts can earn a
variety of merit badges. Most of
our offerings are Eagle required
but there are elective merit
badges as well. Nine different
merit badges are being offered
this summer—most of them
more than once. All merit
badges are taught at the
Museum, although Rifle Merit
Badge includes a second session
at the range on the same day as
the classroom portion.

The schedule and instructions
for electronic registration for
our 2026 Super Merit Badge
workshops are posted on the

Museum’s website at http:/
www.nssm.org/ under the

Programs and Events tab. June
registration is open now and
the other months will open
about 30 days ahead. Please

review the workshop
requirements posted under
each individual class to make

sure you (or your Scout) is a
good fit for the class. The
registration fee this year is $15
for Museum members and $20
for nonmembers. The price
includes a mid-course snack.

The Archives Storage Building is Almost Ready

After a winter and spring of
construction, the Archives
Storage Building at Andersen
Scout Camp is almost ready for
occupancy. Thanks to our
collaborative relationship with
Northern Star Scouting and
thanks to the generosity of the
Katherine B. Andersen
Foundation, the Museum will
soon have a facility for the
storage of its invaluable
collection of Scouting artifacts.
Accounting for some
construction delays, we hope to
occupy the building in mid-to-
late June or early July in
accordance with the long-term
lease between the Museum and
Northern Star Scouting. In
addition, the Museum recently
entered a sub-lease with Girl
Scouts River Valleys Council for
the use of up to 30% of the

warehouse space and co-use of
the working space. As any
visitor to the Museum’s
headquarters building knows,
our exhibition space has
benefited greatly from the Girl
Scout displays that use pieces
from the Girl Scout collection
that will be stored at the
Archives Storage Building.

Note the <counselor’s
preparation instructions that
are part of the registration
page. When you register, make
sure to print the instructions
page and follow the
instructions. Remember, Scouts
are prepared! The summer
schedule by merit badge, date,
time, counselor, and
registration limit is listed on
Page 5 of this issue of the
Museum News. Sign up as soon
as registration opens to avoid
the risk of the class being full!
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2026 Super Merit Badge Weeks Schedule

Week of June 22-27
22 — Citizenship in the Community — John Capecchi (8:30 A.M. to Noon) (limit 15)

23 — Rifle — Dennis Stolp (8:30 A.M. to 10:30 A.M. for the classroom session and the range portion of
the class will be from 1:30 P.M. to 3:30 P.M. the same day at Bald Eagle Sportsman’s Club)
(limit 10)
— Citizenship in the Community — John Kysylyczyn (1:00 P.M. to 4:30 P.M.) (limit 15)

24 — Scouting Heritage — Bob Elliot (8:30 A.M. to Noon) (limit 8)

25 — Sustainability — David Novy (8:30 A.M. to Noon) (limit 10)
— Citizenship in in the Nation — Mike Fratto (8:30 A.M. to Noon) (limit 15)

26 — Communication — Bob Elliot (1:00 P.M. to 4:30 P.M.) (limit 8)

27 — Citizenship in the World — Ben Coder (8:30 A.M. to Noon) (limit 12)
— Law — John Guthmann (8:30 A.M. to Noon) (limit 10)

Week of July 20-25
21 — Citizenship in the Community — John Capecchi (8:30 A.M. to Noon) (limit 12)

22 — Personal Management — Bob Elliot (8:30 A.M. to Noon) (limit 8)
23 — Citizenship in in the Nation — Mike Fratto (8:30 A.M. to Noon) (limit 15)

24 — Scouting Heritage — Bob Elliot (8:30 A.M. to Noon) (limit 8)
— Communication — Bob Elliot (1:00 P.M. to 4:30 P.M.) (limit 8)

25 — Citizenship in the World — John Guthmann (8:30 A.M. to Noon) (limit 12)

Week of August 17-22
7 — Sustainability — David Novy (8:30 A.M. to Noon) (limit 10)

I8 — Citizenship in the Community — John Capecchi (8:30 A.M. to Noon) (limit 12)

|9 — Personal Management — Bob Elliot (8:30 A.M. to Noon) (limit 8)
— Scouting Heritage — Bob Elliot (1:00 P.M. to 4:30 P.M.) (limit 8)

20 — Citizenship in in the Nation — Mike Fratto (8:30 A.M. to Noon) (limit |5)

21 — Communication — Bob Elliot (8:30 A.M. to Noon) (limit 8)
— Citizenship in the World — Ben Coder (1:00 P.M. to 4:30 P.M. (limit 12)

22 — Law — John Guthmann (8:30 A.M. to Noon) (limit 10)
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Return of the Cruzers!

For over thirty years, the North St.
Paul History Cruzers have celebrated
one of Minnesota’s most cherished car
show traditions. These Friday night
summer shows feature classic cars,
great food, and a strong commitment
to giving back and supporting local
organizations and community programs.
This summer, the Cruzers are back and
the Museum is once again partnering
with the event. On four of the Cruzer
nights, the Museum will be open and
have a booth on the street in front of
the Museum. The Museum’s Cruzer
Nights are on June 26 (from 5:00 to
8:00 p.m.), July 10 (from 6:00 to 8:00

p-m.), August 7 (from 6:00 to 8:00
p-m.), and September |8 (from 6:00 to
8:00 p.m.). We need your assistance to
staff our booth and to handle the
crowds interested in seeing the
Museum. Inside the Museum, guests can
participate in a scavenger hunt for a
prize, which is a great way to learn
what the Museum has on display.
Nights unique
opportunity for the Museum to share
its mission to the greater North St. Paul

community. Please come out and give

Cruzer present a

us a hand. To volunteer, call Emily
White at 651-485-0287.

Museum News Editorial Team: Terri Anderson, John Guthmann, and John Raymond.

North Star Scouting Memorabilia Inc. is a Minnesota non—profit corporation, a member of the American Association of Museums, Association of
Midwest Museums, and the Association of Scout Museums International. We are a 501(c)(3) with the mission to collect, preserve, share and
interpret the history and significance of Boy Scouting and Girl Scouting in the upper Midwest. We adhere to the Code of Ethics of the American

Association of Museums and the Donor Bill of Rights.

© 2026 North Star Scoutinﬁ Memorabilia Inc.
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