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R

Bring Out the Old Year and Bring in the New Year
with Merit Badges

As 2025 draws to a close and 2026 presents itself to us for the first time, the Mu-
seum is offering Scouts one more chance to advance to the next rank by com-
pleting merit badges. Six merit badges are being offered at the Museum on De-
cember 26 and 27 and January 2 and 3. As always, registration may be completed
through the Museum’s website at nssm.org. The cost is $15 or $12 for Museum
members. Here is the list of merit badges being offered, including the times and

counselor names:

December 26: Citizenship in Society - Mike Fratto - 8:30 a.m. to noon
Citizenship in the Nation - Bob Elliott - 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

December 27: Scouting Heritage - Bob Elliott - 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
January 2: Citizenship in the Community - John Capecchi - 8:30 a.m. to noon

January 3: Citizenship in the World - John Guthmann - 8:30 a.m. to noon
Communications - Bob Elliott - 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Merit badges offered by the Museum usually sell out. Please do not wait to the
last minute to register. Happy Holidays and Happy Merit Badge New Year!

The Museum Was Hopping for the Holidays

The City of North St. Paul held its an- gel ornament crafts. Of course, Santa
nual Holiday Hop on December 6. The paid everyone an early visit.
Museum took advantage of the oppor-
tunity to get in on the holiday hopping Thanks to the Holiday Hop, the Muse-
action. During the Hop, 313 people um got some visibility and over 313
visited the Museum. people are “hopped up” for the holi-
days. Enjoy yours! More scenes from
To keep our visitors engaged, five Girl this year’s Holiday Hop are on the
Scout troops were on hand to put ona next page.
boutique. In addition, Scout Troop
9580 of Oakdale sold hot dogs, chips,
and pop. One of the Girl Scout leaders
from North St. Paul engaged our visi-
tors with a holiday card craft oppor-
tunity. Thank you to Nell Nere for do-
ing pine cone Christmas trees and An-



https://www.facebook.com/NorthStarMuseum
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Scenes from the Museum During the 2025 Holiday Hop

IT WAS HOPPING!
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The Founders Hall Recognition and Celebration Is Coming in 2026

In even numbered years, the North Star Museum of Boy Scouting and Girl Scouting proudly honors
the leaders, volunteers, and visionaries who have shaped the legacy of Scouting in the United States.
We honor these visionaries at a special event called the Founders Hall Recognition and Cele-
bration. In 2026, the Founders Hall event will be held on Saturday, April I8 from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00
p.m. at the Museum in North St. Paul. Lunch will be served following the ceremony. Please put this
date on your calendar and plan to attend. Join us in honoring the 2026 class of inductees.

This special event recognizes individuals in one of three categories:

¢ Founder — Visionary leaders who have played a pivotal role in the creation, innovation, or
direction of Scouting America, Girl Scouts, or the Museum itself.

e Builder — Individuals or organizations whose financial support or influential leadership has
helped turn Founders’ visions into reality.

e Trailblazer — Exceptional volunteers who provide hands-on leadership at the grassroots
level, often referred to as "Red Jacket Scouters" in Scouting America and "Green Bloods"
in Girl Scouts. Trailblazers bring programs to life and directly impact the lives of youth.

In addition to joining us at the event, please nominate one or more worthy candidates for inclusion in
the Founders Hall. The nomination form is included in this issue of the Museum News. VWhen you con-
sider a nomination, remember the Founders Hall does more than recognize a person’s years of ser-
vice; rather, selection to the Founders Hall recognizes persons whose knowledge, skills, and dedica-
tion have created meaningful impact. Concrete examples of leadership, mentorship, and community
influence strengthen each nomination, and each candidate requires a reference from someone not
related to them.

Please complete a nomination form and submit it to the Museum. The form can be found on Pages 4
and 5 of this issue of The Museum News. Nominations for the 2026 Founders Hall must be
postmarked by February 15, 2026. Completed forms and supporting materials should be sent to:

North Star Museum of Boy Scouting and Girl Scouting
2640 East Seventh Avenue
North St Paul, MN 55109

Take this opportunity to help honor those who have gone above and beyond in fostering leadership,
community service, and lifelong values through Scouts USA and Girl Scouting. Whether a Founder,
Builder, or Trailblazer, their contributions deserve recognition—and the Museum is proud to cele-
brate them. For more information, visit the Museum’s website or contact the Museum directly. See
you at the Founders Hall Recognition and Celebration on April 18!
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NQﬁTH STAR MUSEUM

BOY SCOUTING & GIRL SCOUTING

Founders Hall Nomination Form

Every two years the North Star Museum recognizes visionaries, leaders, and volunteers who have made
their mark on the legacy of Scouting America (Boy Scouts), Girl Scouts, and the Museum at the Founders
Hall Recognition and Celebration. Our 2026 celebration is on Saturday, April 18 at the Museum.

Please provide information about the individual being nominated. Be very specific as it relates to the
nomination category. Include how the person has gone above and beyond in their category. This is not just
about years served, but who has been impacted by the candidate’s knowledge, leadership, skills and
dedication. Give examples. Please include a reference from another individual not related to the nominee.

Nominations must be postmarked by February 15, 2026.

FOUNDERS HALL CANDIDATES MAY BE NOMINATED IN ONE OF THREE DISTINCT
CATEGORIES:

Founder: A Founder is someone who has played a substantial role in the advancement of Scouting America
(Boy Scouts), Girl Scouts, or the North Star Museum. A Founder is a visionary leader who has played a
visionary role in the creation, innovation, or direction of these institutions over a significant number of
years.

Builder: A Builder is a person or an organization that has made a meaningful impact on one of the Scouting
institutions through their financial support or gifts of influence. A builder is a transformational leader,
persuasive and insightful in their leadership; one who helps make the Founders vision a reality.

Trailblazer: A Trailblazer is a person that has provided exceptional direct volunteer leadership to one of
the Scouting institutions at the grass roots level. Often referred to in Scouting America as "Red Jacket
Scouters" and in Girl Scouts as "Green Bloods", these leaders carry out the ideas brought forth by Founders
and Builders and deliver them to youth.

Nominator’s Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone Number E-mail address

Second Nominator’s Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone Number E-mail address
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Information for the Candidate You are Nominating:

Nominee’s Name

Nomination Category: Founder Builder Trailblazer

They are a: Current Museum Member ~ Registered Scout  Registered Girl Scout
Address

City/State/Zip

Phone Number E-mail address

Reason for Nomination

Please provide detailed information about the individual being nominated. Be specific in
addressing the nomination category and describe how the nominee has gone above and beyond in
that area. Focus not only on length of service, but on the impact the nominee’s knowledge,
leadership, skills, and dedication have had on others. Include concrete examples. Use a separate
sheet of paper if necessary. The more detailed information you provide, the stronger the
nomination will be for your candidate.

Nominations must be postmarked by February 15, 2026, and sent to:
North Star Museum of Boy Scouting and Girl Scouting
2640 East Seventh Avenue
North St Paul, MN 55109
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Derby Night 2025—It Was a Race to Support the Museum!

Another unforgettable Derby
Night at the Museum was held
on October 25. With a well-
stocked silent auction, a live
auction, 4| cheering racers and
guests, and 35 derby cars
whizzing down the track, it was
a successful FUNraiser with no
shortage of FUN! To make the
event even better, there was a
tasty meal, liquid refreshments,
and dessert.

Thank you to everyone who
participated, helped out on the
sidelines, assisted in the “pit”,
and cheered from the bleach-
ers. Congratulations to the win-
ning racers:

Dave Posavad — Ist Place
Lorena Palm — 2nd Place
Emily White — 3rd Place
Barb Kluesar — Best in Show

From speed to style, your en-
tries captivated us all and made
for great memories!

The evening’s success would
not have been possible without

the generosity of our sponsors.
We gratefully thank OIld Na-
tional Bank, American Legion
Post 39, Lorena Palm, Sandy
Craighead, and Thrivent for
their commitment to support-
ing our Museum and its mission.
Your contributions help us
bring the spirit and history of
Scouting and Girl Scouting to
life.

We also want to recognize the
volunteers and donors who
worked to make Derby Night
successful and memorable. We
give a special shout out to Ra-
chel White, Dean Thompson,
Paul Bartyzal, MC Joe Glenski,
Scott Voermanns, and Dan
Eaxixson. Thanks to the many
others who made the night run
smoothly.

Hopefully, the memories of this
wonderful evening stay with
you, and we cannot wait to see
you at our upcoming events.
Stay tuned—there’s always
something exciting happening at
the North Star Museum! For

Here are your Derby Night winners, from
left to right: Dave Posavad, Lorena Palm,
Emily White, and Barb Kluesar.

those who were unable to at-
tend the event, we will catch
you next time — you will not
want to miss it.

Museum Board Chair Joe Glenski
revved up the crowd as Derby
Night MC. Dean Thompson is in
the background getting ready to
launch more cars down the track

Modern race technology is
harder than it looks, as you can
tell from race-master
Paul Bartyzal’s look of concern
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Support the North Star Museum Before Year-End

As 2025 winds down, the snow keeps falling, and our holiday plans are coming to life, we at the Muse-
um pause to reflect on this remarkable year. Thanks to your support, much was accomplished. To-
gether, we've celebrated and preserved the inspiring legacy of Scouting America and Girl Scouting
while bringing history to life for youth, families, and the community.

Your Support in Action

Your incredible support helped us continue our fun and educational programming:
e Educational Programs: Hosted Merit Badge workshops and challenging Escape Room
adventures, sparking curiosity, learning, and teamwork among youth.
¢ Expanding Outreach: Connected with more families, Scouting America troops, and Girl
Scout Troops throughout the region, strengthening our community ties.
¢ Preservation Achievements: Safeguarded and curated treasured artifacts, ensuring the
stories of Scouting America and Girl Scouting endure for generations.

Looking Ahead to 2026

Your contributions enable us to grow and make an even greater impact. In the coming year, we are
prepared to:
e Expand our programming to engage more youth and families.
e Enhance outreach to bring the history of Scouting America and Girl Scouting history to life
for a broader audience.
e Continue preserving and sharing the rich heritage of Scouting America and Girl Scouting as
we open a new artifact storage facility at Camp Andersen in Western Wisconsin.

Join Us in Making a Difference

As you consider your year-end giving, we invite you to make a tax-deductible contribution to support
the North Star Museum’s mission.

Woays to Give:

e Online: Visit www.nssm.org/make-a-donation.html to make a secure donation.
e By Mail: Send your gift to:

North Star Museum of Boy Scouting and Girl Scouting

2640 Seventh Ave East

North St. Paul, MN 55109

e In Person: Drop by the Museum during operating hours to make your contribution.

Every dollar you give helps us inspire the next generation while preserving the rich legacy of Scouting
America and Girl Scouting. With December 31| fast approaching, your tax-deductible gift can help us
finish the year strong and ensure these stories continue to resonate for years to come. Every gift
makes a difference—thank you for being an essential part of our story!
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